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people; art and literature languished; and the framework of
civilisation built up by the Indians maintained a precarious existence.
Pagodas continued to be built, but " most of them are of a sort
which might just as well remain unbuilt, while even the best cannot
be mentioned in the same breath as the temples of Pagan." It was
not till the 16th century when Burma was once more re-united
under a single dynasty that the torch of civilisation lighted by the
Indians, which feebly flickered so long, again flared up, removed
the darkness that enveloped the country and ushered in a new dawn
of progress and prosperity.

5.   HINDU CIILTURE IN ARIMABDANAPUKA

It is unnecessary to describe in detail the elements of Indian
culture and civilisation in Burma during the rule of the Pagan
dynasty, for they are substantially present even today. The chief
notable factor is the gradual disappearance of Brahmanical religion
leading to the exclusive predominance of the Theravada form of
Buddhism. The kings of the new dynasty showed great zeal in the
propagation of the new doctrine, and many of them have left
evidence of unparalleled piety and devotion to it. The Pali
literature was cultivated with great assiduity, and a Pali literature
grew on the soil of Burma. This was "facilitated by a close associa-
tion with Ceylon, which became stronger in proportion as Buddhism
lost its hold in India.

One singular trait in Burmese Buddhism is an attempt to
transfer to the soil of Burma the important events and localities
associated with Buddhism. Thus the Buddha, according to
Burmese legends, visited many places in the country, and many
episodes in the career of the great master, as found in the scriptures,
are supposed to have taken place in various localities im Burma.
Sometimes the Buddha is even made to prophesy the growth of
important cities like Pagan and MandaJay. Of simikr psycho-
logical import is the endeavour to trace the ruling dynasties, of
Burma as directly descended from the Sakya daa, of wfaieb Bedd&a

was a member, as in the case of Taganmg; or, as m Hie ease
Arakan, to "explain the origin of the royal family by adopting a
Jataka story with suitable modifications of localities.
The dynastic pride, religious fervour and the ratoal instincts
of the colonists to import familiar place-names m their land of
adoption have all resulted in the introduction of quite a huge
number of well-known Indian geographical sanies into Bmram.
of these names are fairly early, lie name Mamjm, useii m